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Harding pilot Ken
Mcconnaughhay
shares some stories
from on high.
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Vaccines
scarce during
flu season

Commitment, Camaraderie, CLUB WEEK
.

by BLAKE MATHEWS
editor-in-chief
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Club Week 2009 is almost over, but the bonds formed and friendships tested will hopefully last a lifetime.
ABOVE: A group of TNT members throws baby powder into the air in celebration at an all-club devotional.
BOTIOM LEFT: Some Delta Nu girls get loud to show their support of the new social club.
BOTIOM RIGHT: Knights take a break from their hectic Club Week regiment to pray over each other.

HU CLUB WEEK:

Stories from top to bottom
by JESSICA ARDREY
student writer
Club Week: For some, it
is every reason to avoid the
student center for five days. For
others, it is the opportunity to
lay the foundations for some
ofthe deepest friendships they
will ever have. The pledge
books, the minor dates, the
cheers and the occasional
show tune performances are
all a part of the rite ofpassage
known as Club Week.
Despite the stress and pressures of learning names and
memorizing songs, the goal is
to build relationships with other
members and inductees.

Tish Elrod has been a
TNT member Stephen the social contract and really
sponsor for Ko Jo Kai for 22 McBride pledged last year as have fun for a week, even if
years and knows all the ins a freshman and is enjoying they don't realize it's fun at
and outs of the process.
his first experience on the the time," McBride said.
"Club Week is good other side. Looking back,
The introduction of two
when we remember that he remembers the tolls and new girls' clubs presents a
this isn't really the 'pledging' rewards of the pledging.
new perspective.
atmosphere," Elrod said.
"It showed me how far I
Freshman Mindy Gross
"It's more about unity and could go, how little sleep I is an inductee in the first
trying to help people belong could get and still function," ever pledge class of Zeta Pi
somewhere, but in a way that McBride said. "Although on Zeta. This comes with a lot
is uplifting and encouraging this side, it's interesting to see of responsibility.
"There are a lot ofexpectato them."
what other people might have
tions for us. We're the ones
She quickly learned that old seen in me last year."
According to McBride, setting the standard for the
members are not just working
with an induction class.
the best part of the process future," Gross said. "[The
"You're dealing with is the carefree atmosphere, members] have really put
individual personalities ... that despite the chaos.
their hearts and souls into
need specialized treatment,"
"I love the willingness of this, and they're
Elrod said.
people to look silly, to set aside
see CLUB on page 3a

So far this flu season, Harding students have been
victims of a two-pronged viral attack. Both the regular
seasonal flu and the HlNl virus have been spreading
across campus, but Harding's Student Health Services
has ordered vaccines for both flu strains.
The seasonal flu vaccine was supposed to arrive last
weekend. No one can say when the HlNl vaccine
will appear.
Harding's problem is seen all over the U.S. as the
pharmaceutical companies tasked with creating the
vaccines fall further and further behind schedule.
According to the Associated Press, the federal
government had initially predicted that 120 million
doses of the HlNl vaccine would be ready by midOctober. In reality, only about 13 million doses are
currently available. Government health officials have
blamed the shortfall on the "chicken-egg method"
most manufacturers use, which involves growing the
vaccine inside chicken eggs. The process uses 50-yearold technology and can take a long time.
The shortages are forcing states to limit vaccine
shipments to some areas. Though White County is
one of the largest counties in Arkansas, its health
department said Wednesday that it had neither of
the flu vaccines in stock.
Lynn McCarty, director of Student Health Services,
said she had ordered 300 doses of seasonal flu vaccine
mont~s _ago. The order is smaller than usual becausf
the clime had bought too many doses two years in
a row. The clinic's budget pays for the vaccines, and
McCarty said she was trying to avoid buying vaccines
that she would have to give away. After a certain
amount of time, McCarty donates the leftover doses
to organizations like River City Ministries in North
Little Rock.
· Jf300 doses seem insufficient for ammtire campus,
McCarty said she anticipated more people would be
interested in the HlNl vaccine, which the university
has ordered 1,000 doses 0£ The vaccine manufacturers
had also anticipated this, she said, and had focused
more of their resources on producing H1N1 vaccines
than seasonal flu.
The seasonal flu vaccine will be given on an individual
basis at the clinic. McCarty said she was still working
on the logistics of distributing the HlNl vaccine, but
it would have to be done as a mass immunization.
"It takes a while to give a thousand shots," she
said.
Each vaccine will cost $15, but the White County
Health Department has scheduled a mass immunization
for seasonal flu on Oct. 29. On that day only, the county
will be giving vaccinations for free. However, the date
is tentative until the county receives the vaccines.
McCarty said that Harding students could go to ,
the mass immunization, but she warned oflong lines
and short tempers in the face of a vaccine shortage.
"People in a line can get pretty testy if they feel like
someone's going to get their shot," she said.
The vaccines are administered in two ways: inhalation
through a nasal spray or injection through a needle.
Harding will only offer the injections because, as
they contain a killed virus, they are safer for a greater
number of people. The sprays use a live virus and are
not recommended for pregnant women, very young
children or people with chronic health problems.
Local distributors had told McCarty that her order
of seasonal flu vaccines should be in by Nov. 1. When
it does arrive, she said she would immediately send out
e-mails, start printing off vaccine information forms
and set up a chapel announcement. M cCarty said she
believed her order "should be coming in any time."
As fo~ the HlNl vaccine, White County is hoping
to have its mass immunization on Nov. 10. M cCarty
said she did not know when Harding would start giving
out its HlNl shots, largely because the distributor
had not given her a timetable for delivery.
"They won't tell us anything, because I keep asking,''
she said. "It's frustrating. You kind of feel like your
hands are tied."
See page 3a for more information about
the H 1 N 1 vaccine

Burks clarifies lotto policy
University will enforce rules against playing lottery
by BLAKE MATHEWS
editor-in-chief
Three weeks after Harding students learned
they would not be disciplined for buying tickets
in Arkansas' new lottery, President David Burks
reversed the policy. His chapel speech on Friday,
Oct. 16, explained his reasons for banning lottery
play on and off campus and attempted to clear up
some misconceptions.
Jn his chapel speech, Burks apologized to the
student body for failing to "connect the dots" between
not actively disciplining students for buying lottery
tickets and granting the lottery itself a kind of tacit
approval.
"My intention was to express in our policy the

reality that it will be very difficult to enforce any
prohibition against the lottery," Burks said in his
speech. However, some students and several news
outlets took this to mean that Harding did not equate
the lottery with gambling, which is prohibited in the
Student Handbook.
"I failed to anticipate how people would respond,"
Burks said in an interview on Wednesday. "My
intent from the very beginning was Harding does
not approve gambling; Harding therefore does not
approve the lottery because the lottery, by anyone's
definition, is gambling."
The initial policy was a result ofwhat Burks called
"very fl.awed" thinking. He considered it a "non-issue"
at Harding, as most students would likely not
see LOTTERY on page 3a
;,

photo by NICK MICHAEL I The Bison
President David Burks apologizes to students for any miscommunications as part of his chapel speech Friday, Oct. 16.
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Balloon boy attracts media
attention, suspicion
Last week, the Heene
family suddenly received the
undivided attention of the media over an event now being
dubbed by many as a "hoax."
Last week when Richard
and Mayumi Heene's 6-yearold son Fa Icon wa's believed
to be trapped in a weather
balloon his meteorologist father owned as it launched, a media
hay day followed. However, when the boy was discovered in the
family's attic, everyone was relieved.
In the days following when Falcon and his family were guests
on CNN's Larry King Live, Falcon seemed to make a slip-up by
answering his father's question about why he hid when they were
looking for him with, "You guys said we did this for the show."
Suspicion was immediately kindled, and the family is now facing charges of conspiracy and contributing to the delinquency of
a minor.
The family was once featured on the ABC show "Wife Swap"
and has been attempting to pitch a television show to TLC,
raising more eyebrows over the growing possibility of the entire
event being a planned publicity stunt.

Google, Facebook
to offer music
According to three anonymous sources, Google will launch a
music initiative 'next week at the Capitol Records building in Hollywood.
This service will allow Google users to more easily learn about
and sample music after they do an initial music-related search.
Google has created deals with a few streaming music services
to allow people to sample music directly through the search
engine.
Users who desire to listen to a sample will see a pop-up box
from one of these streaming services, after which a 30-second
sample - or even the whole song - can be played.
Facebook, too, will offer a new music service. Facebook
users can either purchase a song for 10 cents and play it only
online or purchase a song for $1 and download it to a music
player.

Photo by NOAH DARNELL I The Bison
Chi Sigma Alpha members get pumped as Ray Heymann leans with the group on an
imaginary roller coaster ride before All Club Devo.
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Robber prays with clerk
during holdup

The average fouryear-old child asks
more than 400 questions a day.

A robbery unexpectedly
turned into a prayer session when a 23-year-old man
came into an Indianapolis
check-cashing business
to hold up the clerk at the
counter. However, when the
clerk began to cry and talk
about God, the gunman came
around the counter and prayed with the woman on his knees for
nearly 10 minutes.
He confided in her that he was struggling to provide for his 2year-old son and asked the woman for prayers. The gunman then
took the bullet out of his gun and handed it to her before he left
with the clerk's cell phone and $20.
The security cameras revealed that his entire face had been
captured on tape, and the man later turned himself in to authorities to face charges of robbery.

Largest senior citizen ·
Wii Bowling tournament
record set
A world record was set through a Wii bowling tournament in
Houston recently, not by kids but rather by senior citizens. There
were 600 participants in the tournament hosted by TexanPlus, a
Medicare HMO in Houston.
The tournament was held to provide some fun for the seniors
and also educate them with health information.
"I'm in it to win it," one man said on the CNN Web site, as he
pushed his walker up to the foul line.
This event was aimed at senior citizens to encourage them to
stay active to promote healthier lifestyle and prevent rehabilitating injuries.
"We were all good," participant Sarah Pilgreen said in a CNN
interview. "I think it's very important for us as we·get older to

People spend about
two weeks of their
lives at traffic lights.
More people die per
year from coconuts
than shark attacks.

"I'm pretty
confident
that there
are Earth-like
planets
everywhere."

STEPHANE UDRY,
astronomer at the
University of Geneva,
after his team's recent
discovery of 32 new
planets outside our
solar system .

All the Krispy Kreme
donut stores collectively could make a doughnut stack as high as
the Empire State Building in only 2 minutes.
Two out of five people
end up marrying their
first love.
A flamingo can eat only
when its head is upside
down.

"The details
of my own
life bore me,
so I cannot
imagine anyone expressing interest in
them."

One in every four
Americans has been
on television.
A blue whale's
tongue weighs more
than an elephant.
Newborn babies are
given to the wrong
mother 12 times a
day worldwide.

"If you need
any help deciding how
to spend that
money, you
let me know."
- STEVEN COLBERT,

in an interview with
_ BRIAN WILLIAMS,
Jerry Mitchell on "The
Colbert Report," conhost of uNBC Nightly
·gratulating Mitchell on
News" on why he does. his MacArthur
not use Twitter.
Genius Fellowship
Award.

., .#MyBison
Each issue, this section will feature the Bison editorial
staff's favorite Tweets from users on campus. To submit yours, just add #MyBison to your Twitter updates.
'

WARNING: Approach the Harding campus at your peril. It's pledge
week, and a dude in a bra just ran out in front of my car.

- -gamyhan

Christmas lights on the front lawn just in time for my birthday :)

What? Christmas wreaths on the Benson already? "Shh. Shh.

Thanks Harding! Wish they could stay·up all year. - ejtotheworld

Halloween doesn't exist." -tb_hill

.
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College of Communication schedules
spring break course at HUF campus
by AERIAL WHITING
assistant copy editor
For most Harding students,
spring break is a time to go
home and relax. For others, it
is a chance to go on mission
trips or work at their job.
But next semester, about 20
students will still be in school
- in Italy.
The College ofCommunication will take two teams of
mass communication students
to Florence from tentatively
March 4 to 14. One team will
use multimedia to tell stories
about HUF, while the other
team will make a promotional
documentary of a few HUF
students' experiences.
The College of Communication has partnered with

International Programs to
make the first study abroad
mass communication course.
Communication professors
Jack Shock, Jim Miller and
Michael Jam es as well as
International Programs president Jeffrey Hopper will lead
the program. Seniors Nick
Michael and Tyler Jones will
also work at the program as
assistant directors.
The multimedia team will
be responsible for videotaping,
photographing and writing
about HUFlife.Theywill then
produce stories for The Link,
the College ofCommunication5
news Web site.
'Were looking for ambitious,
responsible students who know
how to tell -who know what
a good story is, and know how

to tell a good story in a variety
of ways," Miller said.
The Link team will function
as its own newsroom, with
students meeting each day to
discuss story ideas and then
going out and reporting on
issues inside and outside the
villa, such as Florentine people's
concerns and the politics of
Florence, Miller said.
Separate from the first
group, the documentary team
will follow about four students
who will attend HUF for the
spring 2010 seme&er. Theywill
fihn some ofthe students before
they leave for Florence, gather
footage of them while in Italy
and conduct exitinterviews with
the students at the conclusion
of the program.
"We want to draw a char-

LOTIERY:

Burks seeks to .
maintain Harding's purpose,
values by returning to handbook's stance on lottery
continued from page
la
participate. The only official
decision that came out of
Burks' office was that the .
university should not "try to
keep up with who might buy
a ticket at some gas station
somewhere."
Before that policy appeared in the Oct. 2 issue
of the Bison, Burks had no
plans to say anything regarding the lottery. However, he
said, seeing the story in print
made him aware of the connections people would make.
The "non-issue" became a
misunderstanding that Burks
immediately knew would
have to be corrected.
"Without receiving a single
call or a single letter from
anybody who was upset ...
I was upset from Day One,"
Burks said.
One misunderstanding
was that Harding h ad "sold
out in exchange for scholarship money," Burks said in
his chapel speech. Although
he said the purpose behind
the scholarship, encouraging
Arkansans to pursue higher
education, was positive, the
university would not and

never did endorse the lottery aspect.
As for whether or not
Harding would honor scholarships that were partially
created with lottery revenue,
Burks said that the decision
to accept a college scholarship
belongs to individual students,
not the university.
Burks closed his chapel
speech by acknowledging
that not everyone would
agree with the decision to
officially ban the lottery at
Harding. However, he said
he felt the right decision was
being made "based on what
Harding stands for."
"It is important to me
that all people, both here and
away from campus, know that
Harding University stands
firmly against gambling,"
he said.
Burks said that the Student
Handbook may be revised
next year to better reflect
the school's position on the
lottery, but the prohibition
will remain. Students caught
buying lottery tickets will
face "a sequential progression of sanctions beginning
with a written and/or verbal
reprimand."

CLUB:

acter arc and say, 'Here's who
you are before you leave for
HUF, and here's who you are
after,mMichael said. "And we
want people to see that that's a
worthwhile investment."
Once the documentary is
completed, it is supposed to
be put on DVDs and handed
out to incoming freshman as
a way to generate interest in
study abroad programs. The
directors believe that the best
way to promote the program
is visually, according to
Michael.
The documentary is
intended to promote study
abroad programs during a difficult economic time, Michael
said. The film will address
safe'ty, housing, activities
and personal growth.

Students accepted into
the program will meet as a
class both before and after the
trip for the whole semester,
according to Shock. While
in Florence, the students will
work long hours gathering
information for their respective assignments.
The program costs regular
tuition and an additional
$500 course fee, which covers airfare, food and lodging
at the Bible school, where
the mass communication
students will stay. It counts
as COMM 340, which may
be substituted for another
communication course agreed
upon by both the student and
the student's adviser.
Students who apply to
the program are required

to submit a resume and
cover letter, but the rest
of the application process
is open-ended. Applicants
may send portfolios detailing their experiences in mass
communication.
The directors are looking
for students with a range of
skills to. participate in the
program because ofthe various jobs involved - filming,
writing and so on.
"1his trip is not just about
the pasta," Shock said. "We
will work long hours every
day, and students will be
expected to be ready for a
rigorous week of learning
that we will hope will serve
them well in their future
educational experiences and
job search."

Inductees show their pride, spirit for club week

continued from page la

bag around their necks all
week. They also have to yell
"you're welcome" to trash
cans that say "thank you"
on the flap.
Shantih inductees are
infamous for their tough love
on Thursdays when they are
required to "orange crush"
any person of a member's
choosing.
Beta Omega Chi boys are
easily spotted across campus
with their neon orange hats
that display their pledge
name.
Alpha Tau plays
"handicapped volleyball"
with their sister club, Gata. In
this game, Alpha Tau pledges
have to overcome obstacles
like carrying weights in both
hands, carrying a basketball
between one's knees and
perpetually belly-dancing
while wearing a tutu.
Gamma Sigma Phi plays
an annual football game
againstTNT and has Gamma
Sigma Phi Day, in which
inductees are only allowed
to say"Gamma Sigma Phi,"

counting on us. It tells a lot
about them and about us that
they chose us to trust the
future of the club to."
Just like the other inductees, she feels the strain
of pledging.
"I get more scatterbrained
as the week goes on," Gross
said.
She plans on making
it through the week with
"a lot of sugar and a lot of
caffeine."
During the week, clubs
have different customs that
have become traditions.
Pi Theta Phi members tell
their inductees on Sunday
night to dress as crazy as they
can in club colors , orange
and blue, the next day.
PTP requires the president
of the inductee class to wear
a passed-down, decorated
helmet, and also participates
in the Silly Olympics with
Zeta Rho, Ju Go Ju and Ko
Jo Kai.
Zeta Rho girls must wear
their big sister's jersey in a

photo by NOAH DARNELL I The Bison
A group of Ju Go Ju inductees lines up for Club
Week's traditional messy war games.
despite any question they
are asked.
These traditions are an
integral part of the pledging
process, but according to Elrod, the significance of Club
Week lies elsewhere.

"It's watching the excitement on the last night when
they get that jersey, when
they're singing that song,"
Elrod said. "It's seeing the final
result of everything they,'ve
worked so hard for."

What you should know
about the H1N1 Vaccine

"Much to my regret, the announcement
that we were 'not seeking to discipline
students' for participation in the lottery
was perceived in two ways that I did not
intend. Some saw this as an indication
that we did not view the lottery to be
gambling. Everyone, including every.
proponent of the lottery, knows that
playing the lottery is a form of gambling.
Another misconception - and this one
has been especially painful for me - is
that Harding has 'sold out' in exchange
for scholarship money. Some have
thought that we were actually endorsing
the lottery because Arkansas college
students stand to receive scholarship
money from the State of Arkansas,
which has been generated by the
lottery."

Q: Do I need one?
A: Yes; anyone from six months through 24 years of age is recommended to get vaccinated. Also, anyone from 25 through 64 years
of age with certain chronic medical conditions or weakened immune systems should get vaccinated.
Q: When should I get it?
A: As soon as the vaccine is available, you should be vaccinated.
Q: Will the H1N1 vaccine prevent the seasonal flu?
A: No; if you want to prevent the seasonal flu, you will still
need to get a seasonal flu vaccine.

Pres ident David Burks
Excerpt from chapel announcement on Oct. 16

Q: Should anyone NOT get the H1N1 vaccine?
A: If you have life-threatening allergies to eggs or any other
substance in the vaccine, you should not get the vaccine. Also, you
should not be vaccinated while you are moderately or severely ill.

Q: Are there any risks associated with the vaccine?
A: There are always risks associated with vaccination, but the
chance of a severe reaction is rare. Side effects can include soreness
or redness at the injection site, fainting, headaches and muscle
aches, fever and nausea.
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have a confession. I have a
friend who is Muslim. As
friends go, Ali is a good one.
As Muslims go, he is actually a bad
one. He doesn't pray five times
daily, and he cheats a bit during
Ramadan. I sympathize with
him, though: I don't really care
for church services, and I can't say
that I fast much at all. 1hat I am
a poor Christian and he is a poor
Muslim may make us rather faulty
examples of the possibility of peace
between radically different cultures.
However, my friendship with him
has helped me see that, contrary
to popular opinion, dialogue and
friendship are possible.
' An article in last week's issue of
The Bison took quite a different
view concerning Muslim-Christian
dialogue. The overall attitude of
the article was very disturbing.
In fact, the piece ended with a
quote from Sun Tzu, "Know
your enemy," which seemed to
betray the author's stance toward
Islam; a stance of aggression and
tension rather than reconciliation
and mutu:¥ understanding. Both
the tone of the article as well as
the assertions within it merit a
response.
First and foremost, the claims
made about Muslims in this
article prove that Christians have
much to learn from Muslims. For
instance, Dr. Yecke quotes a survey
of British Muslims, of whom
one-third agreed that "Western
society is decadent and immoral
and Muslims should seek to bring
it to an end." That our culture is
fraught with greed and gluttony
is preached from church pulpits
often enough; one can only wish
that Christians had the discipline
to let this critique of our spiritual
numbness provoke such a change
in our social matrix as it did in

DAVE PRITCHETT

Guest

Space
Muhammad's day. In another
quote, we learn that "90 percent of
the Muslim immigrants living in
Los Angeles did not hold a primary
loyalty to the United States." We
who proclaim that Jesus, not
Caesar, is Lord should find it
troubling not that this is true of
Muslims, but rather that this is
so apparently untrue concerning
Christians. Perhaps we should
ask these immigrants to help us
remove the cataracts of red, white
and blue that blind us to where our
loyalties should lie.
Second, the violence of Islamic
jihadists must be read with a
humble recognition of our own
moral failures. That "Islamic
extremists who kill Americans
are universally lauded as heroes"
is quite a claim. Regardless of
the statistical soundness of such
a statement, one must only look
to the nightly news to see the
glorification of American soldiers.
Christians are often the first to
join in praising the military.
That soldiers of any country are
courageous one cannot deny;
however, it is only appropriate to
point out that while the jihadists
of Sept. 11 killed 2,974 civilians,
a study by the University of
New Hampshire estimates that
U .S. forces killed 3,100 Afghani
civilians in a two-year period.
My purpose here is not to
critique soldiers; rather, it is to
point o~t that Christians, too, have
a history of violence. The only
difference is that Christians who
commit violent acts do so under

the sovereignty of the state, while
Muslims who are violent claim to
act under the sovereignty of Allah.
In the words of an old comic strip,
"We have seen the enemy, and it
is us." May we, as a recent litany
proclaims, pledge allegiance not to
the American flag, but rather to the
gospel of enemy love?
That I have one friend who is
Muslim clearly does not make me
an expert en Muslim-Christian
encounters, but it does give me
hope. Hope that more such
friendships can be made. Hope
that I can learn from Muslim
friends how not to assimilate into
a culture of decadence. Hope that
we who claim Christ can view the
world, including Muslims, through
a hermeneutic oflove.
So what shall we do about
the Muslim threat? I, for one,
would like to start to understand
Muslims. Not as enemies, mind
you, but as people. Second,
I would like to try, as Atticus
Finch would advise, to walk
in their shoes for a while. The

Loop

In a Galaxy
Far, Far Away

W

ile plenty of students
ave their eyes on the
prize at the end of
Club Week, my gaze is aimed a bit
higher. I'm talking about the stars
in the sky, what C.S. Lewis called
"Deep Heaven."
The hundreds of billions of suns
and solar systems beyond our own
are a frontier we only have a skeletal
understanding of; our imaginations
have had to put meat on the bones.
But the distant worlds of science
fiction ~e slowly appearing in the
world of scientilic fact. Astronomers
are making huge strides in the study
of these "exoplanets," and yes, you
should be just as excited as I am.
When I say "HARPS," some
of you may think about groceries.
What the team at La Silla Paranal
Observatory in Chile thinks .
about is the High Accuracy Radial
velocity Planet Searcher. HARPS
recent trend among Christians
is a special spectrometer able to
to participate in Ramadan and
find planets orbiting distant stars.
fixed-hour prayer is a healthy way
Scientists watch for signs of the
to learn from Muslims who have
star's "wobble," or the superslight
much to teach us about discipline
pulling effect that orbiting planets
and community. Finally, we as
have on their suns. When planets
Christians must move on from
pass, or "transit," in front of their
an Us and Them approach to a
suns, they yield amazing data. Just
new sort of identity politics. As
by looking at the colors of the light
I relate to my friend Ali, I have a
that passes through the exoplanets,
choice to make. Will I relate to
we can now tell what chemicals are
him as an American to a Pakistani,
in their atmospheres.
a Christian to a Muslim, or as a
NASA is also hunting for
fellow image bearer of the divine?
exoplanets through its spaceThe cruciform life demands the
based Kepler telescope. Lately the
latter.
Kepler mission has been studying
a "hot Jupiter," a gas giant planet
DAVE PRITCHETI is a guest
orbiting.very close to its sun. Just
contributor for The Bison.
by watching incremental changes
He may be contacted at
in light as the planet transits past
dmpritchett@harding.edu
its star, NASA calculated the hot
Jupiter's daytime atmospheric
temperature. They say it's 4,310
degrees Fahrenheit, but when the
planet is 1,000 light-years away,
who's going to argue with them?
On Monday the HARPS team
announced that 32 new exoplanets
had been found, including several
the ~nd result was never beneficial
solid, rocky ones. But in all this
for the user.
data on new mystery worlds, what
As college is coming to an
are we looking for?
end for many of us and we begin
"The holy grail of current
to look beyond graduation, how is
exoplanet research is the detection
Facebook going to help us in our
of a rocky, Earth-like planet in
future? In reading articles regarding
the 'habitable zone' - a region
the negative effects of Facebook, it
around the host star with the right
was stated, "A new CareerBuilder
conditions for water to be liquid
survey reveals that prospective
on a planet's surface," planet hunter
employers use social networks
Michel Mayor said.
more than ever to check out job
Are we combing through the
applicants - 45% of them use
distant skies looking for new
Facebook . " As college students, we
Earths? Just thinking about it makes
need to be cautious ofwhat we are
you wonder what, on a distant
displaying on the Web. Yes, you can
planet made with Earth's blessed
make your profile private and even
n·aits, will be so unearthly that it
limited to others, but many times
blows our minds? Sadly, our wildest
that will not stop Google or Bing's
dreams don't change the fact that
search engine. Search for your~lf,
we'll never reach those new Earths
and see what you find. What
in our lifetimes.
you find is exactly what potential
But discovering the universe one
employers will see. Keep in mind
planet at a time has an important
that before an interview a possible
benefit to us now: It lets us dream.
employer could easily pull up your
It stretches our perspective across
profile.
the galaxy and challenges us to
Why do we feel so compelled
realize that everything we've ever
to display our lives in fragments
known is growing out of one rocky
on the Web? For families and
ball orbiting a medium-sized star.
close friends, it is understandable
Rather than swap our imaginings
but how much is too much? How
for data, we can find new lands
are we trying to portray ~mrselves? for our fantasies to stand on. And
Do we want to constantly be in
it's something everybody on Earth
the Facebook spotlight? We no
has in common, this wild, infinite
longer need to wait for the latest
frontier. Every step into it, we take
topic to naturally go through the
together.
'
campus grapevine. We now have
Not everyone feels this way.
Facebook and Twitter to thank
There are plenty who feel that every
for their quick mini-feed updates.
dollar spent on the stars could be
I suggest we reevaluate the
better spent planetside. NASA
concept of these sites and their
currently operates off less than
use. Maybe we all need a profile
1 percent of the federal budget,
makeover. We are all entitled
and next year they're slated to get
to privacy; no one is entitled to
.52 percent. President Obama is
be involved in our lives simply
pledging more money for human
because they request to be
spaceflight programs, but what
our "friend." Maybe we have
we really need is a change in
too many "friends." Isn't it
national attitude. Space was once

Face book: Is it considered

beneficial or problematic?

epidemic is here, and no, it
not H 1N1. Invading our
CONTACT US
edrooms, classes, chapel
and even our jobs, the Facebook
INTERE5fED IN CONTRIBUTING?
(and now Twitter) crisis has arrived.
PLEASE DIRECT SUBMISSIONS TO:
Since the Facebook boom, and now
The Bison
with the rage over Twitter, there
Harding University
seems to be an abundant source of
900 E. Center
gossip and poii:itless infurmation
HU Box 11192
on campus and in our society as a
Searcy, AR 72149
whole.
Student Center
Room223
Everyone feels compelled to
bmathews@harding.edu
excessively share information
about themselves, creating a
501-279-4696
NEWSROOM
narcissistic generation. With
501-279-4471
these sites displaying every action
EDITOR
we
take (because we choose to
501-279-4330
display them), it only adds to
ADVERTISING
the obsession with advertising
personal business as well as knowing
INFORMATION .
everyone else's. While Facebook
The Bison is a campus newspa- provides connection with others, it
per, edited and largely financed
undoubtedly encourages .a world of
by students, seeking to provide
faceless communication.
high-quality journalistic discusCan you imagine college without
Facebook? In all seriousness, I
sion of issues of concern to the
Harding community.
wish I had the opportunity to
It also serves as an educational experience a "Facebookless" year at
tool for students, providing pracHarding. With its debut.in 2005,
it was fun to find new friends to
tical experience to enhance skills
add or accept requests, check daily
learned in the cl~ssroom.
The Bison recognizes its respon- for new wall posts and take part
sibility to be accurate and objective in infamous poke wars. However,
in its reporting while upholding the if Facebook did no~ exist, what
Christian ideals for which Harding
would be different about the college
experience? Would we have the
exists.
It attempts to serve as a forum
same social group? Would the same
for student perspectives, welcomgossip sweep across campus? Could
we bear to function without it?
ing letters to the editor which
While Facebook is a helpful
adhere to ethical and professional
communication tool for classmates,
standards and are no more than
friends and family, far too often its
300 words in length.
capabilities are abused. We all know
Signed columns appearing
too much about one another and
in The Bison are the views of the
not because of the grapevine; it's our
writer and may not reflect the
profiles. You may think, "Well, my
official policy of the Harding University administration. Unsigned
profile is private, and you are not
columns represent the view of
my friend. What could you possibly
the editorial board.
know"? My reply to that is, "mutual
&iends." Just as we would share
The Bison is published by
Harding University, Searcy, AR
information in conversation, we can
72149. Subscription rate: $10 per
easily share access to others' profiles.
This is not always the case,
year.
but there are people consumed
Periodical postage {USPS
with obtaining information or
577600) paid at Searcy, AR
even "dirt" on others. The more
72143. Postmaster: Send address
changes to Harding University
information you choose to display
Box 11192, Searcy, AR 72149and the more "friends1' you have, the
0001.
more susceptible you are to others
IS

MARYCAITLIN TANKSLEY

Guest

Space
gossiping about you and possibly
making judgments. You have the
power to limit what you display
and who you are friends with, so
why continue to make yourself
vulnerable?
How many times do you update
your status? One of these days, I
have a feeling I am going to log in
and there proudly on my mini feed
it will state, "Joe is on the toilet" or
"Sue is exhaling carbon dioxide."
Yes, we are all living, breathing
creatures, but how many times do
we hav~ to remind ourselves and
others of that?
With the creation of sites like
MySpace, Facebook and Twitter,
our generation is beginning to
idealize narcissism. Narcissism is
"inordinate fuseination with oneseJ.€
excessive self-love; vanity." That is
not to say these sites caused our self
obsession, but they have encouraged
it. Many times we feel the need
to show everything we have done,
every place we have set foot in,
even every person we've dated. It all
screams, "Look at me!" Whether
we are proclaiming our love for a
significant other, displaying our
latest purchase or posting hourly
updates of our every movement, it
all comes back to egocentrism.
In speaking with my brother,
who is a state trooper, he informed
me that Facebook has several pros
and cons. Facebook, MySpace
and Twitter have played significant
roles in threatening and harassing
of others, fraud, identity theft and
child pornography. While these
social sites have been used as vehicles
to commit these crimes, they have
also assisted in police investigations
because those who have been
involved, post their criminal activity
on their profile. He also pointed
out that whether crimes were
committed on these sites or they
were used to assist in solving crimes,

impossible to keep in touch with
800 friends, and honestly, who
would want to? If you want full
privacy while using Facebook or
Twitter, forger about it! Your life's
business is in high demand.

an American priority; it was our
collective dream. A summer day in
1969 may have been the last time
we all looked at the sky as brothers
and sisters, but I still believe in
giant leaps for mankind.

MARYCAITLIN TANKSLEY
is a guest contributor for The
Bison. She may be contacted at
mtanksle@harding.edu

BLAKE MATHEWS serves as the
editor-in-chief for the 2009-2010
Bison. He may be contacted at
bmathews@harding.edu.
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not really ...

W:

all have those
moments that could
best be expressed on the
big screen. You know, when you
contort your mouth in a certain
way and your eyes speak their own
sort oflanguage, those things are
best articulated in a close-up. But
whatever interactions are being
depicted, it's the music that makes
the interaction a scene.
For instance, you might be
sitting in your car, between a
McDonald's and a traffic light,
thinking about how much you have
to do that day and yet you can't
seem· to muster a response from
yoursel£ Now, this might sound like
a dramatic occurrence, but throw in
a Goo Goo Dolls best hit and you've
made that moment that much more
dramatic. Yes, music sets the scene.
I first became aware of the vital
role that music plays in a movie's
effectiveness when my roommate
and I decided to perform a mini
experiment concerning a most
terrible movie, "The Ring." I am
not a fan of scary movies, though
some may not even consider "The
Ring" to be a scary movie, bur I
did subject myself to this terrible
film and, yes, I was scared. But the
next time, unfortunately there was
a next time, we put the movie in,
we muted the sound. Suddenly, the
images were bland and meaningless.
The disfigured teenager in the closet
didn't seem nearly as disturbing
and the girl crawling our of the well
meant nothing more than a laundry
commercial. That was the last time I
ever saw Samara.
Now I know a number of you
have taken part in that Facebook
chain survey where you p ut your
iPod on shuffle and suddenly
you have a soundtrack for your
life. I have never acrually put my
iPod on shuffle and filled out a
Facebook survey but I have a list
of significant moments in my life
with a song beside each one that
I felt would best capture how I
felt. I'm absolutely convinced that
if specific songs played during
these moments they would at least
provide a temporary amplification
to my life. So while I ~ never
actually have a song rain down
from heaven every time I walk over
to Midnight Oil to drink a tall,
non-fut, sugar-free, vanilla latte, I
can push a button on my iPod. I
have been known to carry around
my iPod on purpose just in case the
weather is right and I might catch
the glance of a passerby, I can press
"Play" on any Beatles song of my
choice that I believe would satisfy
my current experience. And no, I'm
not the only person who does this.
I happen to know a guy who made
it a point to listen to one particular
song every time he crossed one
particular street and he would feel
one particular way.
Which makes me wonder, can
music really manipulate a person
that much? Can a moment between
a boy and a girl be romanticized
because of the song playing in
the background? Can a perfectly
beautiful day become insignificant
because you're listening to an 'Tm
Depressed" playlist over and over?
Or maybe you don't notice the
thunderstorm outside because
you're too busy "nodding your head
like yeah?" I don't know, but for
me, I believe I can be completely
vulnerable to music.
So, go ahead, perform this
social experiment on yourself
Pick a day and deliberately take
your iPod with you and whenever
you enter into the deep sea of
people inside the caf, walk across
the street to stop traffic or log
onto your blog in the library,
press "Play" on your iPod and
find out what it would be like if
you were inside your own movie
with a bestselling soundtrack to

t:Ner
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The Curious Case of Midnight Oil

I

myself am not a coffee
drinker. Standing in line at
Starbucks, I get extremely
nervous; the kind of nervous
where one of your eyelids starts
twitching to an anxious "all these
people know I am a fraud" tune,
famous of tax evasion crooks the
world over.
I can feel the anger rolling off
the twfoty-something singletons
behind me. "Okay, okay, I don't
know what I want!" I'd say. ''I'll
take whatever that guy over there
with the beret and Bob Marley
T-shirt is having!" The "barista"
hands me my drink, and I slip
quietly back into obscurity,
hoping no one could tell that I
had no idea the little black sticks
were for stirring, not sipping,
and consequently choking on the
flaming-hot liquid that had now
laid siege to my taste buds.
In the words of the
Joker,"Why so serious?"
Curiously enough, this
generation of coffee drinkers
seems to e suffering from some
misshapen delusions of grandeur.
For goodness, sakes, your haven
of intellectual integrity is located

ilLLIAN BENDER

Guest

Space
next to a Chuck E. Cheese! Tom
Hanks had it right in "You've
Got Mail'', Seminole cinematic
achievement of the 20th century.
Tom's character, Joe Fox,
concludes, "The whole purpos~
of places like Starbucks is for
people with no decision-making
abiliry whatsoever to make six
decisions just to buy one cup
of coffee. So people who don't
know what the heck they're
doing or who on earth they are
can, for only $2.95, get not just
a cup of coffee b ut an absolutely
defining sense of self."
Where can a person go to
avoid such a place? Is there
no home for a girl who enjoys
hot cocoa, Barbra Streisand,
and shameless, yes I admit,
meaningless, literar dribble,
like my personal ashion
constitution, "Glamour"
magazine?
The first time I ever went to
0

What was this place? Now
d6n't get me wrong, since my
first visit I have on plenty
of occasions run into some
unscrupulous characters, or
young people wh o just walk to
the beat of a different drum, or
bongo. I mean, we are talkin g
about coffee shops, are we not?
A secure source has given m e
insight into these oddities in the
system, classifying them, quote,
as "tree fairies; creepers; and the
occasional interloper from out of
town."
But, truthfy.lly, that is the
saving grace of Midnight Oil.
I have thought hard and not
too long about this, and I ~ave
decided that it is better to be
unapologetically strange, and I
would call M idn ight O il st range,
th an to subscribe to a label that
prides itself on being strange
without being sincere. Starbucks
wishes it could be as cool as
Midnight Oil.

Midnight Oil, I was accosted
with the unusual feeling of
comfort. I was dead set on never
entering the place. I could see
the puke brown couches and
hear the sentimental humming
of, let's be honest, a guy who
probably looks like a girl
through the windows and open
doors. Yep, no place I needed to
be.
It was a Sunday, I believe.
My friends dragged me in. I was
in danger of falling p~ey to the
same pretentious, "take over the
world with love," conspirators
who had sent my skin crawling
back home. I looked around.
Where are the singletons and
coffee harlots? Where are the
creepy men, you know, the ones
with too much on their minds?
I did see, completely true,
four old couples, a pack of teens
conversing over how cute the
workers were and, of course,
the normal array of students,
probably tryin g to enjoy th e last
few moments of their afternoon
before succumbing to the bestial
mountain of homework waiting
for them back at the barracks.

JILLIAN BENDER is a guest
contributer for The Bison
an·d may be contacted at
jbender@harding.edu.

Think Before You Listen

I

magine you are walking down
the sidewalk while you are on
your way to class. You have
your ear buds in, hooked up to your
iPod, which is on shuffle. You try
to keep in step with the pace and
rhythm of the song playing. As you
sing in your head, mouthing the
words, you arrive at a crosswalk.
You do not even think to cross
when, all of the sudden, everything
goes black, and music is no longer
playing in your ears.
Your eyes open, they begin to
focus, when you realize you have a
hospital gown on as you lay inside
of a CT scan tube. You wish you
could look around to see what is
going, on but you cannot move.
Your adrenaline starts to rush, and
your heart begins to pound deep
within your chest. You reflect on
what has happened to lead up to
this, but everything is blank. You
hope that you are only dreaming.
This may sound like just a story

MICHAEL NEWSOME

Guest

Space
that is seen in movies or in music
videos. But it could happen, and
it did a few weeks ago in Buffalo,
Minn. 16-year-old Tyler Wood was
walking alongside the Canadian
Pacific railroad tracks with her
earphones on and did not know
that a freight train was headed right
toward her. In my hypothetical
situation, you wake up alive in the
CT scan tube, but Tyler was not
as fortunate. Tyler Wood lost her
life because she did not know what
surrounded her and could not hear
what was coming her way.
As I have walked around campus
this semester, I have seen quite a few
people who wear earphones while
they walk to and from class. Every

time I see this, I am reminded of
Tyler Wood's story. I know there
are not any railroad tracks going
through campus, but we do have
several crosswalks and many cars.
Sophomore social science
major Matthew Brooks confesses
to wearing his earphones while
walking around campus. When I
asked him if he had heard ofTyler
Wood's story, he said he had not. I
asked him if that situation would
have an impact on the way he wore
headphones while he walked around
campus.
"Well, this is an extreme
situation but I do not have my iPod
on loud enough to be oblivious to
my surroundings," Brooks said. "I
worry more about getting hit by
student safety golf carts or bicycles
than not hearing cars coming
. towards me."
I do not bring up the story of
Tyler Woods to discourage people
from wearing their earphones. I

bring it up to try and get you to
pay attention to your surroundings.
Maybe a friend is calling out your
name, trying to get your attention.
Maybe a car is right behind you.
Wherever you are, you should
know who and what is around you.
With texting while driving being
illegal in Arkansas now, drivers
might pay some more attention to
pedestrians, but there is always a
chance of a freak accident. Why do
you; as a pedestrian, just pay a little
attention and try to reduce accidents
altogether?
Next time you turn on your
iPod and press play. think before
you listen to music while walking
around campus. You could be
increasing the likelihood ofyou
living tomorrow.

M ICHAEL N EWSOME is a
guest contributor for The Bison
and may be contacted at
mnewsome@harding.edu
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Sometimes I Wonder

W:

y did God punish
Moses and not let him
mer the Promised
Land? In Numbers 20, we read how
the people oflsrael, again with their
constant whining, moaned to Moses.
that they had no water. The Lord
then commanded Moses to speak
to the rock before the people, and
it would yield water. Moses did the
very thing that God commanded,
except the most important of all,
that is to give credit to God himself
This tiny mistake cost Moses the
chance to lead the people of Israel
into the Promised Land. Why
was God so harsh, so strict, so
unyielding? Anticlimactic can hardly
describe how anyone would feel if
they were denied the fulfillmenc of
their life's work. But then I thought
about it in a different way.
From a very young age, Moses
had ben riddled with hardship. He
ran away from home after killing the
Egyptian. Very reluctantly, he had

JENNIE BOHMIER

Guest

Space

to return to Egypt and demand that
Pharaoh release his people. After
devastating plagues and a chase
across the Red Sea, Moses was flung
headlong into the journey which
would absorb the rest of his life.
As we all know from our readings
in Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and
D euteronomy, the lsraelites·were
not the most good-natured nomads.
They constantly were complaining,
whining and disobeying the
merciful God who rescued them
out of bondage. They behaved so
rottenly at times that God's anger
was stirred so fiercely agiiinst them
and Moses had to intercede, begging
for God's wrath to be subsided.
Beside all this, life must have been
so wearisome as a wanderer. Never

knowing exactly what would
troubles in our lives as God might
happen from day to day. eating the
view them, we would see that what
same food over and over again, the · is happening for a reason.
Is God trying to teach you
hot sun above your back all day,
never being able to settle down and
something through the hardships
make a home. Imagine that kind
you face in life? Look back on
of life.
your life right now. Can you
So true, Moses was not able
clearly see how God's hand has
to encer Canaan at the end of the
helped shape who you are and
journey. Bur if you think about it,
where you are going?
Moses was 120 years old when he
God did punish Moses for his
died. He had dealt with so much
disobedience; however, we can
hardship his whole life, that he was
view Moses' death as blessing
probably very weary and very ready
rather than a failure. Now it is
to have peace in his life. Could God Moses' turn to be rescued out
have been showing Moses love and
of bondage. God gave him a
glimpse of his people's new home,
mercy by taking his life?
Sometimes, situations on the
then took his faithful and loved
surface can look horrible, and we
servant home with him to the
as Christians do not understand
ultimate Promised Land of peace
why God allows certain things to
and rest.
happen to us. Stormy waters toss
us about for a moment in time., or,
JENNIE BOHMIER is a guest
like Moses, the waves of adversity
contributer for The Bison
and can be contacted at
engulf us for the rest of our days.
But if we choose to view the
jbohmier@harding.edu
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the lens
Photo Contest Results
1st PRIZE: MaryCaitlin Tanksley

Judging Criteria
Of the 22 entries received,
the Bison photo staff selected four
winners. Entries were judged blind
with an eye for composition, color,
intentionality and impact. Thanks
to all who submitted, and please
submit again to the Bison's Spring
Photo Contest.

Honorable Mention: Kelsey Sherrod

Honorable Mention: Ryan Johnson

*First and second prize winners, please come up to the Student Publications office
above the Student Center to claim your prizes.
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Bison flies high at Midnight Madness
by CHRIS O'DELL
sports editor
Midnight Madness usually signals the start
of basketball season at Harding. It informs
every basketball fan at Harding that the first
tip-off is only weeks away.
However, for several players Midnight
Madness officially begins their career as a
Bison basketball player.
Freshman Jordan Layrock might not
be as familiar to Rhodes Rowdies as Trent
Morgan or Kevin Brown just yet. However,
with the show Layrock put on in front of
a packed crowd Thursday night, No. 40
might become the next familiar face on the
basketball court.
.
The 6-foot-6-inch forward stole the show
with several dunks that might rank among the
all-time bests during a Midnight Madness
dunk contest. Layrock had the thousands
of Harding faithful in a frenzy with several
dunks that went for perfect scores.
"It was amazing to see the crowd's reaction," Layrock said. "People running out on
the court, the judges chunking the score
cards in the air ... there's no way to explain
the way the crowd erupted."
After already successfully completing
a windmill dunk off the backboard and a
between-the-legs dunk on one attempt,
Layrock attempted something never before
tried at Midnight Madness.
The Poyen, Ark., native took a Weston
Jameson pass from the top row of the upper
level in the Rhodes Fieldhouse to complete
a dunk that would seem nearly impossible
before seeing Layrock complete it. Just in
case you missed it or weren't impressed with

Photos by NOAH DARNELL I The Bison
Freshman Jordan Layrock completes several difficult dunks during last Thursday's Midnight Madness. Layrock received perfect
scores on all his dunks, including the contest-winning dunk that came from the top row of the Rhodes Fieldhouse.

that dunk, Layrock said you might not want
to miss next year's dunk competition.
"Next year is going to be even bettei;"Layrock
said. "Me and my teammate that threw the
ball from the top row of Rhodes are already

working on new ideas for next year."
Layrock can definitely fly. The only question
is: Can he put that athleticism to good use
and make significant contributions during big
games for Harding? The Bison newcomer has

learned almost everything he knows about
basketball from his father, who was Layrock's
high school basketball coach.
"I think that having my dad as a coach
see BASKETBALL page 2b

o-ss playing-under center·
by CHRIS O'DELL
sports editor

Photos by NOAH DARNELL I The Bison
Senior Zac Ross runs the ball on a quarterback keeper Saturday
against Valdosta State University. Harding lost the game 23-17

Senior Zac Ross led the Bisons with 65 receptions
last season at wide receiver. Now the 5-foot-6-inch
transfer from Oklahoma State is taking on a new
role in the Bison offense.
Ross is now the team's quarterback, taking over
under center after junior Josh Powell and redshirt
freshman Chaz Rogers. Ross said his switch to the
quarterback position has had a lot to do with setbacks
the Bisons have endured throughout the season.
"I think a lot of it had to do with injuries that
have happened throughout the year," Ross said. "We
have evolved to running more based on the injuries
at wide receiver. So I think it's a combination of a
lot of things."

Ross, who is now in his final season for the
Bison football team, transferred to Harding from
the Big 12 South's Oklahoma State University.
He redshirted in 2005, his first season as a Cowboy, and was on the active roster the following
season. The former Cowboy said playing in the
Gulf South Conference isn't too different from
playing at Oklahoma State.
"The main differences are the size of the defensive
linemen and offensive line and the speed of the skill
players," Ross said. "The game is a lot faster, but
D-II in the GSC is pretty similar."
After transferring to Harding, Ross contributed
to the team almost immediately. In 2007, Ross
played in all 10 games and started in two of those.
He ended the season with 49 receptions for 512
see FOOTBALL page 2b

Offseason tnoves itnpact possible NBA chanipionship
out.
First, the Los Angeles Lakers
defeated the Orlando Magic
in just five games during last
The
season's NBA Finals match-up.
After losing the MVP to Lebron
Leadoff
James, Kobe Bryant won his
fourth championship and first
t is almost the end of Ocwithout Shaq.
tober, and that means that
Next, it is important to note
my favorite time of the
the key transactions that ocyear is officially here. No, it
curred this summer and how they
isn't because of another release might impact this year's champiin the everlasting "Saw" franonship.
chise. It isn't because of trickThe Lakers lost a key player in
or-treating, perfect weather
Trevor Ariza to free agency. They
outside or even pledge w~ek.
then resigned Lamar Odom, who
It is because this is the only
was a must-keep player for this
time of year when all four
year's team. However, L.A. made
major sports are underway at
perhaps the biggest offseason
the same time.
splash after signing bad boy Ron
With the NFL and college
Artest away from the Houston
football close to midway through Rockets. If all goes well with
their seasons, the MLB close to
Artest in Hollywood, the Lakers
its Yankees and Phillies World
should put an even better team
Series match·-up, the NHL in
on the court this season.
its first month on the ice (yes,
The San Antonio Spurs made
hockey is still one of the four
the first big trade of the offseason
major sports in my book), now
by acquiring swingman Richard
basketball time has sneaked up
Jefferson from the Milwaukee
on us all.
Bucks for a few washed-up
That means that next week,
veterans like Bruce Bowen and
after a long and tiresome week
Kurt Thomas. This trade has the
of pledge week activities, you
potential to put the Spurs right
can flop yourself on the couch
back into championship contenand enjoy a baseball, basketball,
tion in the Western conference.
football or hockey game almost
If Manu Ginoboli, Tim Duncan
any night you desire.
and Tony Parker can stay healthy
However, since the NBA
this season, the Lakers might
kicks off its season this Tuesday,
have a serious hurdle waiting for
let's preview what you can expect them in the Western Conference
to see during the 2009-10 basfinals.
ketball season.
Mark Cuban and the DalThe first thing to remember is las Mavericks added the most
how the end oflast season played to an already solid team last
CHRIS O'DELL

I

season. With the additions of
the Orlando Magic. The team
Shawn Marion, Tim Thomas,
surprised everyone last year by
Drew Gooden, ~inton Ross
dominating the Cavaliers en
route to their NBA Finals apand Kris Humphries, the Mavpearance. However, this year's
ericks have added the depth
they lacked during last season's
Magic will have a new look. The
Conference semi-finals run.
team lost Hedo Turkoglu to free
agency, but should more than
By resigning Jason Kidd to go
make up for his loss with several
along with Josh Howard, Jason
Terry and a top-five player in
new players. Vince Carter should
the league in Dirk Nowitzki,
mostly do the job of filling the
the Mavericks have put themhole left by the departure of
selves up there with the Spurs
Turkoglu. There to help him will
be former Maverick Brandon
as possible spoilers to a Lakers
Bass, Matt Barnes, Jason Wilrepeat this season.
liams and Mickael Pietrus. Don't
In the East, several familiar
forget the Magic also resigned
faces were added to championback-up center Marcin Gortat,
ship contenders. Shaq was dealt
to the Cleveland Cavaliers to
who has the ability to have a
play alongside last year's regular
breakout season, even ifhe does
season MVP. With Lebron, Shaq play behind the league's most
dominant center. If the Magic
and Mo Williams as the core
group in Cleveland, the, Cavaliers are to repeat as Eastern Conference champs, it might be vital
will need players like J amario
for superstar Dwight Howard to
Moon, Delonte West, Zydrunas
improve his offensive game by
Ilgauskas and Daniel Gibson to
shine in the postseason.
the time the postseason begins.
Then there's the Boston
You might want to keep an eye
on that situation.
Celtics. The team won the
championship two seasons ago
So with 82 regular season
and was poised for another title
games left to be played starting
run last year until star forward
this week, here is how I see the
Kevin Garnett went down with
season unfolding as of now.
a season-ending injury before
The Lakers should be a lock
the playoffs began. With KG,
to get to the Western Conference finals this season. I see
Rajon Rondo, Ray Allen and
Paul Pierce, the Celtics already
Kobe and company winning 66
look like an elite team in the
to 70 games this year, falling
just short of the ever-elusive
East. Then figure in newcomers
72 win mark set by Michael
Rasheed Wallace and Marquis
Daniels to the mix, and Boston
Jordan's Bulls. Kobe will win his
second MVP trophy in three
might have enough firepower
to again win the Davey O'Brien
years after L.A. finishes with
the league's best record.
Trophy this season.
Last but certainly not least is
The hardest question to

answer is who will be playing the'
Lakers in the conference finals.
I see three teams as possible
contenders fer that spot. There
is last year's surprise team, the
Denver Nuggets. Then there are
the new look Dallas Mavericks
and San Antonio Spurs. After
going back and forth between
the three, I'll take the Dallas
Mavericks over both Denver and
San Antonio. I see the addition
of Shawn Marion doing more
for Dallas than Richard Jefferson
will do for the Spurs.
Although the Magic was last
year's conference champions,
I see a Celtics and Cavaliers
match-up this season in the
Eastern Conference finals.
The Lakers will beat out the
Mavericks in a tough six-game
series, and the Celtics will knock
Lebron and company out in the
same amount of games.
Then in the finals, I see Kobe
winning his fifth ring, and in
the process, getting revenge on
Boston for stealing the championship from him two years ago.
Lakers fans can once again
celebrate in the streets of L.A.
After all, in just one year the
franchise will be adding Ron
Artest, another championship
and Khloe Kardashian in a quick
span of time.

CHRIS O'DELL

serves as the sports editor for
the 2009-2010 Bison.
He may be contacted at
codell@harding.edu
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Bison :Notes
Cross-country
seeking GSC
titles
information courtesy of HU
Sports Information

Bisons look for ninth
straight GSC title
The Harding men's crosscountry team will go in search
ofits ninth Gulf South Confer-

ence championship Saturday at
Veteran's Park in the Birmingham
suburb of Hoover, Ala. The eightkilometer race will begin at 9 a.m.
Harding has won the men's
cross-country championship every
year it has been a member of the
conference except in 2007.
Last season, the Bisons finished
with a perfect score of 15 points.
Daniel Kirwa became the ninth
straight Harding runner to win
the individual title. Kirwa, now a
sophomore, will return to defend
his championship.
There will be one change in this
year's race. Teams will be allowed ·
nine runners instead of seven in

the past. The top seven runners on
each team are scored and the top
five count in the team score.

Lady Bisons hope to
win fifth straight
The Harding women's crosscountry team will shoot for its fifth
consecutive Gulf South Conference championship Saturday at
Veteran's Park in Hoover, Ala. The
five-kilometer race begins at 10
a.m.
The Lady Bisons have won the
conference title every year since
2005 and have captured seven

GSC championships since joining
the conference in 2000.
Last year, Harding scored 22
points and placed five runners in the
top 10. Harding's Esther Kosgei won
the individual title with a time of18
minutes, 53.81 seconds. A Lady Bison runner has won the event eight
times in the last nine races.
Harding enters the race ranked
nationally and ranked No. 2 in
the NCAA II South Region. The
Lady Bisons will face stiff competition from six other regionallyranked GSC teams. Arkansas Tech
is No. 3 in the region and West
Florida is No. 4.
The °Lady Bisons are corning

off a team victory on Oct. 10 at
the Harding Ted Lloyd Stampede.
Kosgei was Harding's top runner,
finishing second in 19:28.

Bison football seeks
third straight road win
The Harding University football team will be seeking its third
consecutive road victory Saturday
as it meets Arkansas-Monticello.
Kickoff at Convoy Leslie Cotton Bowl Stadium is at 3 p.m.
The Bisons have beaten Southern
Arkansas and Ouachita Baptist in
two of the past three Bison games.

BASKETBALL: Layrock makes name for himself early in Bison career with several spectacular dunks
CONTINUED from page 1 b

helped me learn the tools I needed
to become the best I could have
been in high school," Layrock said.
"Because not only did I get coached
on the court but on the drive home
as well. So it definitely prepared me
for the next level."
The biggest question will be
Layrock's size. At 6-foot-6, Layrock
orilyweighs 185 pounds right now.
However, if he bulks up early in his
career, he might significantly improve
his chances at the college level.
"I think that depending on how

my weight gain goes will be the deciding factor as to whether I redshirt
this year or not," Layrock said. "If
I don't redshirt, then I think I will
definitely be on the court."
The Bisons could use some big
minutes out of a new player this
year. With teams like Delta State
and Arkansas Tech picked ahead
of the Bisons in the Gulf South
Conference West Division preseason
poll, the Bisons will need all they
can get out of Layrock to significantly improve on an 18-12 mark
last season. Ifyou ask Layrock, the

"He doesn't treat you like a dog
Bisons might be flying under the
radar in their own conference.
if you mess up or make you feel
"I know our team is better than one-foot tall," Layrock said. "He
third in the GSC," he said. "We are just explains what the best way for
too scrappy and too good of scor- you to change what you did, and
ers to not be in the top two. Plus that's probably the thing I respect
we have great senior leaders and a him the most for."
Layrock said the biggest thing
talented team. The sky is the limit
for us this year."
he has learned so far from Morgan
Despite what preseason polls · has been how to change his game
may say, head coach Jeff Morgan from a high school standout to being
has gotten the best out ofhis players better at the college level.
in the past. Layrock said Morgan
"College is more about being efhas already earned his respect as a ficient than being flashy," he said.
basketball coach and as a person.
Whether Layrock's role this year

is on the court or redshirting to learn
more about the collegiate level, the
Bisons should have someone to fire
the team up this season.
"I am definitely going to try to
get the crowd fired up whenever
I have chances to," Layrock said.
"There is nothing like having the
crowd go crazy. So I can't wait until
I get a chance to do something like
that in a game."
Ifthe freshman forward continues to do what he did Thursday at
Midnight Madness, the crowd will
have a lot to cheer about.

FOOTBALL: Ross receives time at quarterback
CONTINUED from page 1 b
yards and four touchdowns. Ross also
helped return punts and kicks during the
season.
In the 2008 season, Ross started all 11
games for the Bisons and was part of an
outstanding receiving core that included
himself and All-GSC wideout Kurt Adams.
Together, the Bisons boasted one of the top
passing attacks in the conference. Part of
that success came from having a Harlon Hill
finalist at quarterback in David Knighton.
However, Ross said he doesn't think the
team has had trouble stepping up with the
graduation of Knighton.
"I don't think it's been tough," Ross said.
"Josh, Zac and Chaz have done a good job
this year, and we have a different type of
offense now than we did with David."
After beginning the season with transfer
Josh Powell starting under center, the Bisons
switched to redshirt freshman Chaz Rogers
during a 26-16 win over Southern Arkansas.
Rogers started the next game against Ouachita
Baptist at quarterback before Zac Ross eventu-

ally took over as the team's quarterback.
With a great deal of speed, Ross is a
threat to run from under center and had
63 yards rushing with one touchdown in a
21 ~7 upset victory over Ouachita Baptist.
Ross also completed eight of his 11 passes
during the game.
During a home game against conference rival Valdosta State last week, Ross
started the game at quarte.rback and nearly
led his team to another upset victory in
the GSC. Ross rushed for 151 yards and
a touchdown while also going 12 for 22
for 155 yards and a touchdown pass. The
Bisons lost the game by a score of 23-17
after leading the game by 10 points after
one quarter. Ross said those are the kind
of games the Bisons must finish off during
the remainder of the season. ·
"I think we have done good this year,"
Ross said. "We had some chances to be
sitting really well in the conference but let
some chances slip away. I think the team is
making huge steps in the direction Coach
Huck wants it to go."

Photos by NOAH DARNELL I The Bison
Senior Zac Ross looks to avoid GSC defenders during a recent home game. Ross is
now receiving playing time at quarterback for the Harding Bisons.

Are you crying? There's no
ROBBY CARRIGER

Guest Sports

Column

0

ne of th~ greatest
quotes in sports
movie history comes
from Tom Hanks' character
Jimmy Dugan in "A League
of Their Own." As Dugan
berates a female outfielder
for missing her cut-off man,
she begins to cry, to which
Dugan quips, "Are you crying?
Are you crying? There's no
crying in baseball!"
This quote has been repeated and refined throughout
the annals of sports, but is
it so true today? As professional athletics continue
to become more and more
mainstream, we learn more
about athletes than we ever
thought possible. ESPN is

no longer just for highlights
and score updates, but we
now know the goings-on in ·
virtually every locker room
from NFL to MLS. What
we have learned from all
this is that sometimes, the
gladiators we watch on the
gridiron each Sunday can
often be downright spoiled,
whiny brats.
Some get their way, some
don't, but all get heard,
which may have been their
only intention in the first
place. Let's take a look at
so me of the most recent
tantrum throwers and how
they fared.
Jay Cutler vs. Denver
Broncos
As a Bears fan, this is
an obvious place to start.
Our franchise quarterback
is the product of a he-said,
she- said affair in Denver
that led to trade demands
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and hurt feelings.
In the end Cutler got
his wish and was shipped
to Chicago for Kyle Orton
and a few draft picks. Since
the feud began, Cutler has
been maligned in the media
as a spoiled brat and a cancer,
while Denver coach Josh
McDaniels was labeled as
incapable of handling players and a failure as a coach.
Fast-forward to late October,
and McDaniels may be getting the last laugh.
He has taken the quarterback the Bears didn't
want and has the Broncos
undefeated with wins over
Dallas and New England. The
Bronco fans who threatened
mutiny in August now applaud McDaniels each time
he leaves the field.
As for Cutler? He has
the Bears sitting at 3- 2,
but in two nationally televised Sunday night games
he looked less than stellar
and has done little to repair
his reputation. Winner:
Broncos
Brandon Marshall vs.
Denver Broncos
Former Bronco offensive
lineman M ark Schlereth
found his football afterlife in
a recurring role on "Guiding
Light." Schlereth's acting
career may have been filled
with less drama, however,
than the soap the Denver
Broncos had. Almost immediately after the Cutler
drama subsided, pro- bowl
wide receiver Brandon

Marshall began throwing fits
in practice and demanding
trades. In this case, however,
the Broncos did not cave and
told Marshall either play for
us or don't play at all.
Well, Marshall is playing, and although he is not
putting up similar numbers
to 2008, he is a catalyst for
the undefeated Broncos
offense including a huge
touchdown to ice the Dallas game. Also, we haven't
really heard much about
his unhappiness. Winner:
Broncos
Braylon Edwards vs.
Cleveland Browns
Two years ago the Cleveland Browns were a team on
the rise. Derek Anderson
had a pro-bowl season, they
made the playoffs and had
numerous up-and-coming
offensive threats.
Sadly that was two years
ago. Now it's 2009, the
Browns have a new coach, no
quarterback and no chance
of seeing the playoffs this
season and maybe for a few
more to come.
Their biggest issue came
with star wide receiver
Braylon Edwards. Despite
his reputation for dropping
passes, Edwards remains
a stand-out receiver with
playmaking ability. Unfortunately for the Browns, he's
in New York now.
After expressing discontent with every facet of the
organization and alienating
much of Cleveland by getting
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in a fight with a friend of
LeBron James (the unofficial mayor of the city),
Edwards was moved to the
Jets 1 where he went from a
terrible team to a contender,
and made an impact immediately. Meanwhile, the
Browns still stink. Winner:
Edwards
Brett Favre vs. The
World
Yeah, everyone was tired
of hearing about Brett Favre
and whether or not he was
coming back. His indecision
made the 2000 presidential
election look cut and dry.
Even Sears jumped on the
bandwagon and made a commercial with Favre mocking his
inability to decide. When we
finally got our answer, people
were not sure whether to be
excited Favre was coming
back, upset he was coming
back or just happy the saga
was over.
Whether he came back for
love of the game 9r just to
stick it to the .Packers, Favre
donned a purple number four
jersey on opening day and
hasn't looked back.
Highlight ed by a gamewinning strike with four
seconds left against the
49ers, Favre's com eback
h as been the thing of fairy
tales, and has almost been
enjoyable ... unless you live
in Wisconsin. The Vikings
are undefeated, the Packers
are floundering, and Favre
is running around like h e's
in a new pair ofW ranglers.

Win~er: Favre

We have just started
scratching the surface ofwhining. We haven't even looked
atT.O.,Michael Crabtree or
Chad Ocho Cinco, but we
have analyzed enough cases
to come to one conclusion
... and it's the same one we
came to when we were five
years old. Whining is a tool.
Sometimes when we whine
we get our way.
Sometimes we get in
trouble and scolded and sent
to our room to pout. And
sometimes we get spanked
and made to do exactly what
we don't want to.
No matter the outcome,
though, whining always gets
us attention, which leads
me to this ... That may be
what NFL superstars are
now realiz ing . Whether
they are upset over playing
time, an extra million in
their contract or not being
able to wear their fictional
name on their back, players notice that if they grab
an ESPN microphone or
go on Jim Rome and voice
their displeasure, they may
get their way, or they may
not, but they will be heard,
which above all seems to be
the goal.

ROBBY CARRIGER is a
guest sports columnist for
the 2009-2010 Bison. He
may be contacted at
rcarrige@harding.edu
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Committee works toward recycling goals
by SAMANTHA
HOLSCHBACH
managing editor
Recycling at Harding is
increasing both in output
and convenience, according
to the Envi.ronmental
Stewardship Committee,
which met Tuesday to discuss
eco-friendly activities on
campus.
To date, 100,507 pounds
of material have been recycled
within the past three months.
By the school year's end, the
committee hopes at least
250,000 pounds of material
will have been recycled on
campus.
"The goal is to double what
we did last year," said Greg
T atera, director ofAramark's

building services.
Recycling containers
have recently been placed
in classrooms within
the Reynolds Music and
Communication Center,
Mabee Business Building,
Ezell Building, Thornton
Education Center and
American Studies Building.
In October alone, 201 items
have been donated to various
organizations around Searcy
that would have otherwise
filled landfills.
Additional bike racks have
been placed around campus
to accommodate this year's
influx of bikes. Twenty bike
racks have been approved for
use since September. Each
campus building requesting
a bike rack will pay for it

SA busy with
Homecoming
and service
projects
by CARLY KESTER
student writer
Recently, the SA has been
working on service projects,
Homecoming activities and
ways to better communicate
with students.
One of the main focuses
of the SA is developing
the new SA fanpage on
Facebook. It will have the
SA members' names and
e-mail addresses, a place for
students to leave comments
and receive feedback, a
calendar and videos shown
in chapel.
The new fanpage will
make it easier for students
to contact the members and
will let students know what
is going on around campus
as far as service projects and
events, according to SA
president Bryan Clifton.
The fanpage is currently
up and running on Facebook,
so students can join at any
time.
The SA has also been
working with Aramark to
create a survey for students
to rate and give feedback on
the service in the cafeteria
and student center.
Aramark agreed to help
the SA with the survey
because it is beneficial to
them to receive suggestions
from students, Aramark
Retail Manager George
Strachan said.
"It tells us where we're
strong, where we're weak,
things we need to improve
on," Strachan said. "It keeps
us in tune with the students
and what they want, and
sometimes they see things
we don't."
The survey will consist
of some questions from the
old surveys, such as cost,
quality, variety, options,
value, speed or service and
cleanliness, along with some
new questions. Specific
questions are unknown.
How quickly the
suggestions can be put into
place depends on the changes
people want to make.
"We can always adjust the
menus quickly, but there's
a question on the survey
about the student center, and
those kinds of adjustments
could take maybe a year to
get implemented depending

on what they are," Strachan
said.
Strachan also said that
good service should be
. standard, and if there is
anything Aramark can change
to make personal service,
cleanliness or quality of
food better, they are willing
to do it.
·
Aramark does one survey
every semester and will do
the online survey in addition
to the ones it has in the
cafeteria if it gets enough
feedback.
A problem. the SA h as
been trying to tackle is the
parking difficulties around
campus, but changes will not
be made anytime soon.
"You have to balance
overnight lots, off-campus
and faculty and administration
spaces," Clifton said. "You
can't take away any of them
unless there are excess
spaces, and there currently
are none. "
Two service projects the
SA is planning this semester
are Saving Soles and Trunkor-Treat.
Saving Soles is a nonprofit
organization whose aim is to
provide shoes to Christians
in the Philippines. Shoes are
donated to the organization,
and a Bible is sent along with
every pair that is delivered.
When this service project
will be held is still being ·
debated.
Trunk-o r -Treat is a
Halloween service project
designed for children in
Searcy. Kids will go trick-ortreating in the parking lot by
the football field. Volunteers
will decorate their trunks
and fill them with candy
for kids to take.
College Church of Christ,
Downtown Church of Christ
and campus ministries will be
assisting. The SA is looking
for more help, so students are
welcome to volunteer. It will
be held Oct.31from6 to 7:30
p.m., after the Homecoming
football game.
Another activity the SA
has planned for later in
the semester is a dodgeball
tournament. It will be based
off of the movie "Dodgeball,"
and students can sign up as
teams with the theme.of their
choice. The tournament will
be held Nov. 14.

as a means of diffusing the
total bike rack cost across
departments.
"There has never been
a bike rack at the Rhodes
[Field House],"Tatera said.
"Provide it, and they will
park."
Harding's Physical Resources Department has
started retrofitting some light
fixtures with bulbs harboring an electronic control,
which makes electricity flow
through the bulb and fixture
more efficiently.
The department plans to
gradually incorporate TS
florescent tubes, currently
the most energy-efficient
tube, into lighting fixtures.
All buildings save the
Reynolds Music and Com-

munication Center contain
T8 florescent tubes.
Christmas lights are
progressively filling front
lawn trees. Since these lights
are LED bulbs, perhaps
the most efficient lighting
system, they u.se minimal
energy, and ball lights are
turned off to preserve more·
energy when all Christmas
lights are displayed.
The committee discussed
the possibility of purchasing
a more energy-efficient way
to fuel Public Safety's fleet of
hybrid vehicles. If a $40,000
natural gas fueling station
were purchased, it would
cost between $.3,000 and
$4,000 to retrofit vehicles.
The committee will explore
purchasing options that may

reduce these costs.
Harding's eco-friendly
actions may soon be reported
on Harding's Web site. The
committee's goal is to have
the Web site information
debut on National Recycling
Day, Nov. 15.
Though the Physical
Resources Department does
not plan to build according
to LEED (Leadership in
Energy and Environmental
Design) standards, it may
develop its own standardized
means of building with the
environment in mind.
"I would like to see
standards as to how our
buildings are built," Amy.
Cox, professor of interior
design, said. "If we had
those standards, it would

almost be like we had our
own LEED design."
Moreover, Harding may
pl!-rticipate in Recyclemania
between Jan. 17 and
March 27. Recyclemania
is a nationwide competition
among universities to be as
earth-minded as possible.
The universities deemed the
best at recycling, minimizing
waste and other green actions
will be given awards.
As Harding reduces its
footprint upon the environment, committee members
stress that it is often the seemingly insignificant practices
- like personally resolving
to recycle soda bottles - that
can cumulatively improve
the environment. Every ecominded action counts.

Yingling sch olarship debuts
Bible majors with ministry goals awarded

$10,000

per year

photo courtesy of the Yingling Family
Louis Yingling and his friends hang out in their Harding University dorm room in 1937. Yingling and his family
recently funded a new scholarship for Bible majors. Scholarship recipients will receive $10,000 per year for the
next four years on the condition that they remain in the Bible major program, with ministry goals.

by KYLIE AKINS
assistant news editor
Harding recently announced its first
two Yingling Endowed Scholarship
recipients, freshmen Addison Keele and
Lacey Bates. The Yingling Scholars
will be selected annually and receive
$10,000 per year for the next four
years for remaining a Bible major
pursuing an active involvement in a
ministry career.
Keele is a missions major from
Broken Arrow, Okla., with plans to
travel to Ukraine when he graduates
to become involved with a community
through the local church. He also has a
passion for working with children and
hopes to volunteer at an orphanage.
When he was told he had been
selected for this scholarship, he said
h e nearly hit the shelves above his
'
head.
"I don't know how other people
see me or what they thought was
exceptional," Keele said. "But I hope
it has something to do with my desire
to encourage real change in people's
lives."
The most important function of this
scholarship to Keele was the time he
could save between graduating from
college and working with a church.
"When a lot of debt is stacked up
against you, it impedes the process of
getting to your mission field," Keele
said . "I don't have to worry about
that as much because of the Yingling
Scholarship, since it eliminates a lot
of that debt."
Bates is a youth and family Bible
major originally from Australia, now
a three-year resident of Adan ta,
and she said she is eager to become
involved in the lives of teens and
their personal relationships with God.
Bates said she felt overwhelmed aud

" I hope I was chosen
because they saw
in me the heart of a
servant, a heart that
belongs to God. I
will contin ue to work
hard over the next
fou r years, but there
is no denying there is
a peace of mind that
comes easier knowing
I have this amaz ing
scholarship."
Lacey Bates
Yingling Recipient

blessed to receive a scholarship of
this amount.
"I knew I couldn't afford Harding, but I couldn't deny that this was
where I needed to be," Bates said.
"He used the Yingling family to bless
me immeasurably more than I could
have imagined. I hope I was chosen
because they saw in me the heart of a
servant, a heart that belongs to God.
I will continue to work hard over the
next four years, but there is no denying
there is a peace of mind that comes
easier knowing I have this amazing
scholarship."
Yingling was a farmer who came
to Harding from 1937 to 1938
immediately after graduating from
high school. He attended for only
one year due to the high cost of an
education he felt was not practical for
his farming career. Before his death,
Yingling set up funds of $2.1 million
to be used for Bible major scholarships
specifically because he felt so strongly
about ministry.

"Two things he had always had a
passion for was, first, for the Church of
Christ and preaching the gospel, and
second, Harding," Yingling's cousin
Dewitt Yingling said. "He just felt
like the mission that Harding had was
the thing he believed in, the way it
supported spreading the gospel."
Yingling and his wife, Eloise, were
childless, and he felt he should use
the wealth they had accumulated to
leave a legacy.
''He didn't have any children," Dewitt
said. "And that's why it was important
to him that his gift would go to help
these students at Harding."
To Yingling, a legacy was not about
a building with his name engraved
onto the outside.
"The idea he had of the scholarship
was more far-reaching than naming
a building because the students' lives
can mean so much more than any
. kind of building could ever mean,"
Dewitt said.
The recipients applied for the
scholarship and were put through an
interview process until the final two
were selected. Students were selected
on the basis of scholarship, need and
commitment tc and potential for
ministry. Recipients must fulfill certain
criteria such as maintaining a 3.00
GPA, being involved in a local church
and maintaining an exemplary conduct
and academic ·i ntegrity record.
Each year, the Yingling Scholarship
program plans to add two students
until they eventually have eight
recipients at once, two in each year
classification.
A luncheon for the recipients of the
$10,000 scholarships and also those
who received $5,000 scholarships from
the Yingling Endowment Scholarship
program will be held Tuesday, Nov. 3.
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McGr_a"W" releases ne"W" album

ghost hunter

Songs vary in sound, but leave audience impressed
by SEAN SIMONS

student writer

About this time last year, Curb
Records was heavily criticized for its
release of yet another Tim McGraw
"greatest hits" collection instead of
his current album.
Well, fellow country fans, the
wait is finally over. Tim McGraw's
newest album "Southern Voice" was
released earlier this week after much
anticipation.
So, you go to Hastings and purchase
this new CD, plug in your iPod, and
don your cowboy boots in preparation
for the musical genius that is about to
flood your ears . .. wait, what is this?
McGraw opens his new CD with
"Still," which is a fascinating blend of
modern rock and Louisiana twang.
As if the pulsating rock beat wasn't
strange enough, McGraw sets the mood
of the album by slowing things down
early and diving in deep. Such lyrics as
"There's a place I need to go where the
stain glass windows flow; every part
of me is known" show a more serious
side of McGraw as he sings of places
where life is slow and simple.
The second song will make the
loyal fan base breathe a sigh of relief
as "Ghost Town Train" sounds more
like the McGraw we all grew up
listening to on the radio.
As with most country songs, "Ghost
Town Train" tells the story of a guy
who regrets doing something stupid
and wishes he could rewind time and
undo his mistakes.
Lyrics such as "I'm all alone, she's
a ghost town train, a tear drop in the
rain, oh my baby's gone" remind us
why we love country music: Man, I'm
glad I'm not that guy. But don't get

too comfortable because
McGraw reverts back to
his fascinating mix of rock
and twang in his next song
Good Girls.
This song could easily
fit in with the best of rock
ballads as McGraw tells the
sinister story of a woman
who double-crosses her best
friend for a man. Things go
downhill when the friend
finds out what happene~,
and, well, it doesn't end
pretty.
Needless to say "Good
Girls" sounds more like a
Nickelback song than Tim
McGraw. What's going on
here? This isn't what I paid for!
Fear not, faithful McGraw fans,
because the roller coaster that is
this CD comes out of its mode·rn
rock corkscrew with some good ol'
country tunes.
"I Didn't Know It At The Time"
takes us to country nirvana as McGraw
sings about his first love, junior high,
and that Old Rugged Cross. Mix in
some youthful ignorance and foolish pride, and you've got yourself an
instant favorite.
Then we come to that familiar
crossroad between modern rock and
country twang as "It's a Business
Doing Pleasure With You" was cowritten by, of all people, Nickelback's
lead singer Chad Kroeger. Seriously?
Chad Kroeger?
Regardless, "It's a Business Doing .
Pleasure With You" has been on the
radio since late June and is already
many people's favorite song off this
album.
McGraw sings about every guy's least

by SAMANTHA

favorite weekend activity: shopping
with women. Such lines as "You .g ot
more purses than Versace" and "I'm
runnin' out of dough" sympathize with
guys around the world as we endure
mall excursions with our significant
others every weekend.
The rest of the CD is composed
of mostly slow songs such as "If I
Died Today," "I'm Only Jesus," and
"Forever Seventeen," all of which sing
about deep emotional turmoil with
relationships, contemplating suicide
and adolescence.
Ifyou're in the mood for more twang
seek over to "Southern Voice," which
has references to Dale Earnhardt,
Hank Williams and the Appalachian
Mountains. Enough said.
Perhaps this album shows a more
inward, serious side of McGraw as he
sings about such themes as morality
and betrayal.
Nonetheless, Tim McGraw doesn't
disappoint as his 10th recording album
is yet another success.

have a unique beauty ifyou
can get past their ghostly
image.
"Their heart-shaped face
and tawny-gold feathers accent snowy white undersides
and long legs, inciting awe
even within children," said
Karen Rowe, AGFC bird
conservation coordinator.
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Should you ever spy a
pale apparition floating silently overhead, do not panic
- even ifthe creature emits
a soul-piercing scream. You
just might be glimpsing a
Barn Owl, whose ebony eyes
and ghostly figure adequately
cause one's lips to quiver and
spine to shiver.
But more thin the chills
they evoke within people, it's
the mice that have reason to
tremble. This 'flying mousetrap'
is the most skilled bird at
locating prey by sound.
In a fully dark testing lab,
Barn Owls have shown no
problem locating the minute
movements of their rodent
prey, nor do they find diffirulty
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12 Moons about
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capturing prey shrouded
in thick layers of snow or
plants. It's no wonder, then,
that farmers favor this owl
as a resident in their barns
where rodent populations
may be a nuisance.
In Arkansas, these owls
are found throughout the
year but are uncommon, seen
with difficulty. A pair even
resided at Harding earlier
this year.
Though the perfect Hal-
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Students start week with morning p r ayer
by KIM KOKERNOT
features editor
Before the sound of
club chants filled campus Monday, soft voices
of a prayer circle broke
through the quiet slumber
of morning. In a unified
circle, they gave thanks· to
God for the day and asked
for the safety and health
of those joining social
d ubs.
Every Monday morning at 7 a.m., students
gather on the Benson
steps to pray for their
peers and professors and
ask God to make them
into agents of encouragement and change on
campus.
Junior Jane Messina
decided to start the prayer
group after returning from
Harding University in
Greece, where students
prayed together every
night. Messina said that
those who prayed during
the program encountered
God and were changed.
·"God touched every
single person that was
there," Messina said. "If
people came to pray, they
left different. It made
noticeable changes within
people."
Inspired by this experience and Luke 18:7, which
talks about crying out to
God day and night, she
decided to start a prayer
group that could impact
students here.
During this semester's

early morning prayers,
Messina said they have
seen people be healed
from struggles with
homosexuality and addictions, and that in their
circle of prayer, there is no
judgment - only support
and encouragement.
"You can come to us
about the worst thing
you've ever done, and it
won't leave the prayer,"
Messina said. "And we'll
support you and love
you all the way through
because that's what Christ
has called us to do."
The group is open to
all who wish to attend and
is led by Messina, who
comes to each meeting
with a topic to pray about.
Those present take turns
praying one at a time
about personal struggles
and campus wide issues.
"To hear someone else
pray about something
that has also been on my
heart is really encouraging because it unifies us
and draws us together,"
junior Eric Giboney said.
"It reminds us that we are
all running this race after
God together. And when
we spend time praying
with people, I feel a lot
closer to them than if I
was just to always hang
out with somebody."
By joining together,
Messina said she has
formed connections with
people that extend past
Monday mornings and
help her in her walk with

photo by NOAH DARNELL
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Students gather to pray on the Benson steps at 7 a.m. Monday morning. The students pray for the students
and professors on campus and for their own perso11al struggles every Monday at 7 and 8 a.m.

Christ.
"God has called us
to unify," Messina said.
"We're all brothers and
sisters. I don't want to get
to the end and not know
who I'm fighting with.
You're never a good soldier
if you don't know your
other soldiers. That's really
important for me."
As prayer allows people
to grow closer to one
another, Giboney said it is
also essential for Christi ans to move toward God.
"Without spending
time with God through
prayer, we're not going
to draw closer to God,"
Giboney said. "We can

learn all of the book
knowledge, do all sorts of
service projects and help
people out, but if we're not
talking to God and listening, we're never going to
draw closer to him."
Messina said she has .
seen God do miraculous
things through the group's
prayers, and she said it is
because the group believes
in the power of presenting
requests to God.
"We believe God is
really going to work,"
Messina said. "When we
pray for healing for someone who has a headache,
we believe it's going to be
healed. That's very differ-

ent than lots of people on
campus because they just
weren't raised to pray that
way."
As people take part
in this kind of prayer,
Messina said that they are
drawn in and choose to
keep waking up early to
pray with the group.
"It's really promising
to me because the people
who do come, continually
come almost every Monday,'' Messina said. "They
touch and taste and see
God, and have an encounter with him through this
prayer. They feel the difference than prayers that
they've been praying their

Wild Things: too much
fo r small children

Smel ls like club spirit

by ALAN ELROD
student writer

photo by NOAH DARNELL

whole life."
Giboney said that
though it was hard to
sacrifice sleep at first, he
is now excited to wake up
early to pray.
"God has just made iis
more and more alive, and
I've drawn closer to G od,"
Giboney said. "I t makes
it worth getting up at 7
o'clock in the morning
once a week."
An 8 a.m. prayer group
recently started meeting
for students without 8
a.m. classes, and all are
invited to attend. When
weather is bad, the groups
meet in the Mclnteer
Rotund.a.

I The Bison

Ju Go Ju inductee Shelby Babcock laughs after a club 'ice cream social' on
Monday. Girls were covered in ice cream during messy game activities.

"Let the wild rumpus start!" This was
the battle cry of my childhood, a bold
and jubilant defiance of recess bells and
8 o'clock bedtimes.
For years Maurice Sendak's 10
perfectly crafted sentences were the
prologue to some of the sweetest dreams
I can remember. When I heard that
one of the favorite stories of my earliest years was going to be coming to
theaters, that old, echoed line rushed
back to me. Let the wild rumpus start!
Let the wild things come to life! Let,
as Sendak put it, the walls become the
world all around!
I was living in a perpetual Christmas
Eve, bursting with anticipation. When
I finally opened that big, conspicuously
shaped gifr I'd been eyeing all season, I
got so much more than I had expected.
From a 10-sentence children's book,
Spike Jonze and Dave Eggers produced
a 101-minute foray into the psyche of
our mischievous young boy in a wolf
suit. Max, in the film, is fatherless. His
mother is kind, but obviously stressed
from work and the responsibilities of
looking after Max and his teenage sister.
This sister plays expectably into her role,
ignoring Max and devoting her attention to her friends and apparent boyfriend. All of these are seen as sources
of pain and fear for Max, who displays a
sharp and explosive temper throughout
the beginning of the film.
The night Max makes his mischief
and begins his journey, he runs out of
the house after having openly disobeyed
and fought with his mother. The movie
follows the book, and Max finds he is no
longer in his suburban neighborhood,
but surrounded by woods and vines.
Max stumbles upon the boat and sets

·u ffdah

sail so that now only wind and current
separate us from what we've waited for.
He~makes landfall and the story has
arrived to its title setting: Max is where
the wild things are.
The wild things, though made to
replicate the illustrations of Sendak's
book, have been crafted into unique and
complex personas. The most notable
aspect to the characters is that each can
be described through a basic experience
or characteristic of childhoo,d: temperamental, "the downer," the one nobody
listens to. The wild things, the monsters,
embody Max: his personality, his fears,
his needs. They are the demons of his
mind.
And it is here that we begin to see
what is betrayed by the title of the
story: the WHERE that the wild things
inhabit. Max, as in the book, is crowned
king of the wild things, at which point
he makes his famous decree. Yet the film
takes it further, as Max's "reign" is spent
in an attempt to quell the loneliness to
"keep out the sadness."
The wild things themselves express
desperation for and blind faith in a king ,
who can assuage these -worries. This
emphasis on· the power of an all-saving
king further highlights Max's absent
father and the frustrations of his home
life. It can be underst.:>od then, that this
is not a movie for children.Jonze and
Eggers have created a version for the
reader, for the P!lrent rather than the
child sitting quietly under the covers.
·They have stabj:>ed at the heart of what
was unsaid.
And for all of us, they have brought
to the forefront of our minds our very
own wild things. And I feel that it is
little coincidence that the same words
uttered by a boy to quiet his personal
hungry demons, were spoken by Christ
to calm the waters: "Be still."

by AMANDA WARZECHA
You mean "MNO"?
As in the Alphabet?· -No.
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15,000 airborne hours worth of stories to tell
by NOAH DARNELL
photographer

multiple trees had to be out
down. Then, l\fter a short.flight
from a neighbor's field to the
'twehre-year-old Ken Searcy Airport, the antiquated
McC.Qanaughh?-yfay in a field aircraft was de~ed worthy for
daydteaming. His summer ' flight'"" and so was }{en.
On his 16th birthday
had been spent as a flagman
helping crop-duster pilots McConnaughhay took his
spray huge flelds in rural first sofo flight ... after driving
to the Searcy Airport for his
Arkansas.
But this particular afternoon, first solo drive. He received
he was dreaming of those his Commercial Pilot License
airplanes flying just a few and was finally able to fly the
feet off the ground, seeing ~dusters he had daydreamed
them fly their patterns in about years before.
It was not long before
almost Zen-like precision and
efficiency. He lay there in the McConnaughhay opened
grass waiting for the pilot to his own crop-dusting service
come seed the field when he named Ken's Flying Service,
thought to himself, "These which he sold in 1999.
"I've always been
pilots are having all this fun
one for original names,"
and getting paid for it!"
It wasn't long before young McConnaughhay said tongueKen and his father, who was in-cheek.
Now 35 years and
a crop-duster, had bought a
wrecked airplane for $650 and 15,000 flight hours later,
assembled it off the back patio McConnaughhay is flying
at his home in Griffithville, the Harding University
Ark. - with no apparent airplane.
"My mission is to get my
way of getting it out of the
backyard. Upon its completion, passengers to their destination
its wingspan was so great that in a timely and safe matter,"

Mcconnaughhay
works on the port
side engine of the
Harding plane before
taking to the sky
Sept. 8.

-,(
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McConnaughhay said of his
rnissl<>nas a;pilotforauniversity.

Ken McConmmghhay is
one 6f the more respected

"But as a pilot, every time I
fly I try to do it better than
the time before."
President Dr. DaYid Burks
appreciates this attitude because
he has flown with hlrnitmost
more than anyone else and
speaks well of his experience
with McConnaughhay.
"1 trust his judgment
completely, and I am delighted
to have him as our chiefpilot,"
Burks said.
McConnaughhay is a
certified instructor and
teaches at the Searcy Airport.
Additionally, he mentors young
pilots from HardingUniversity
and helps them get experience
in an aircraft.
One such pilot is Harding
student John Moore, his most
recent protege.
"He always has something
new to teach me," Moore said.
"He keeps me on my toes. Ken
has a wealth of knowledge
and experience, which always
makes our conversations very
interesting."

pilots at the Se!U'.cy {\irport,
and he is often called upon
to test pilot experimenntl or
home-built aircraft for people
at the airport. His experdse
and experience in all sorts of
airc.raft have made his services
invaluable for pilots who are
trying to work out the kinks
in their own planes.
·McConnaughhay now flies
approximately 200 hours per
year, but he once flew upwards
of 800-900 hours in a single
summer while ci:op-dusting.
When asked how often he gets
to fly, his first response is, "Not
as often as I'd like to."
"I truly enjoy flying," he
said, leaning back in his chair
almost as if he's daydreaming
about those flights again as
a 12-year-old boy. "There
has never been ~ day when I
dreaded it. There have been
countless hours of fun and a
few moments of sheer terror,
but I've never felt like I've
had a 'job' a single day of
my life."

When the most important thing fails
'

' Once we were flying up through
some rain and a great deal ofmoisture.
And we were climbing out above
the clouds ai;ound 2(),000 feet. And
when we leveled out, we realized
that the controls were frozen. You
could push it as hard as you wanted
to change elevation, but it would not
mo.ve at all!
Luckily we had side-to-side control, just no elevation contrats<> we
never got offcqurse. And we ~oed
ahead and told our destination we
were having control prQblems, but
for about an ho\IJ" arid a half I was
h,onestl){ thinking t:ha,t this might
i>e i~. Or at least the plane might

not land without damaging.Jhatjs
quite ll tenifying feeling!
m
. ·.
So we gradually cutpower and
coasted down. Then, as soon as we
hit warmer air, the controls just
broke loose and were completely fine
again. We came to find out a little
water had gotten in the contrO'ls
and frozen them solid. But it was ·
absolutely one of the most scared I ,,
had ever been.
But honestly, whenever the pilots
are up front sweating it outtcying
to figui;e out some RF<>hlem - !lad
weather or a mechanical fail\tre - b
as long as we stay cool
have no idea an#thing is

.'

./

ce a guy 1knew
really wanted to fly. He
kept asking me to take him
flying for some lessons. But I
knew he didn't have the time
~ he had a lot of kids - and
, Bying is pretty expensive, so
~,kept discouraging it, but he
'kept at me. Finally one day
he came to me and said, 'I've
' tead the flighti>ook cover to
covet, and I caa de> it. I know
I can do it.'
So we went up and flew
around a whil~and when we
~ came down he said, 'Wow, it's ,
~ lot different than 1 thought
it would be.' And then 1didn't
ar from him for a while. A
months wont by, and then
~-a.me to me again"He was
, ~he had it figured Ol!tithis
•
~afterhebadb
coul
,,,

in return
see his passion. I agreed and we
wen~p again ... and he flew ·~
the plane almost perfectly!
I came to find out he had
been flying with a friend of
his, and he bad been getting
a few hours in that way. But
we flew a lot after that unn1
I signed him off on his solo
flight. Nowadays he's flying
ror a major airline. •
But I never charged him a
cent. I told him, 'Now when
it comes your turn to be the
instructor I want you to do
the same: Don't charge him
a cent.'
fve done that three times now.
But I don't do itfor anyone to
pat me on the back, but I know
that'µ be at least thre$,people
that will have something nice
to say a}>out me when 1 kick
the bucket. '

'
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